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Volunteer Role Description
Livestock Checker at Andrews Wood 

Nature Reserve
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Opportunity: 
To help with checks on the cattle at South Efford Marsh nature reserve.
	Purpose:

	Grazing with livestock is essential to the conservation management at South Efford Marsh. The grazing marsh of the reserve is home to a small herd of cattle over the summer months (Apr – Oct). These animals help maintain the grasslands of the floodplain and create conditions for wildflowers, invertebrates, and estuary birds to thrive. The heritage breed cattle are very hardy animals and well adapted to the site conditions, however we need a volunteer to regularly check on them to ensure they are healthy and are where they should be. 


	What the task involves:

	· Checking the cattle are present

· Checking they look healthy with no cuts/injuries or lameness

· Checking the water troughs are working/free of ice in winter

· Reporting back on any obvious gate or fence repairs.



	Skills and abilities

	· Reasonable level of physical fitness

· Preferably live within 5 miles of the reserve

· Able to confidently walk off the paths, through sometimes muddy fields

· Be confident and comfortable around cattle

· Reliable

· Conscientious

· Willingness to check even if weather is cold and wet
Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity are important to DWT. We recognise that some people may need additional support or adaptations to volunteer in this role. If this could be you, do please tell us. 


	Where:

	South Efford Marsh, near Aveton Gifford, South Devon


	When and how often:

	One regular day every week (Monday – Friday) - a rota will be created to ensure coverage across the week. Checks can take anything between 10 minutes (if the cattle are near to entrance) to 30+ minutes (if they are far out on the grazing marsh).


	Supervision and training:

	Matt Boydell (Land Manager) would be the first point of contact. Matt or Jen Gough could act as a buddy for lone working if the volunteer had no personal buddy that could be used.


	Expenses/equipment available:

	· Limited travel expenses can be provided. Ideally, the surveyor should live locally to the reserve


	Health and Safety/ Risk Assessment

	Volunteers will meet up with the Land Manager / Reserves Assistant on site for an induction into the role and so that any dangers can be pointed out.

Follow DWT’s lone working procedures. The volunteer should have a mobile phone and own transport.


	What’s in it for the volunteer?

	· Learn about Devon’s Wildlife – South Efford Marsh is a stunning reserve on the Avon estuary and is an important refuge for estuarine birds.

· Being part of the DWT team, contributing to the charity

· Fresh air and exercise


	How to apply

	Send to volunteering@devonwildlifetrust.org 

Or can email directly – Matt Boydell mboydell@devonwildlifetrust.org or 01392 260836.
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