Barnstaple and District DWT Local Group

Programme from November 2018 to April 2019
· Talks on North Devon's conservation and heritage, and wildlife related subjects further afield.

· All our indoor “talks” meetings are in  the Castle Centre, Castle Street, Barnstaple

· The meeting room is on the ground floor.   There is wheelchair access and a disabled toilet.   .  

· Parking available at Cattle Market Carpark, 50 yards down the road.  Park in the opposite corner to the Library, near the Painted Fan Chinese Restaurant.  At time of preparing this programme parking is free in the evening.

·  The room is open from 7.00 p.m. and we start our meetings at 7.30 p.m. prompt.

· Donations to Devon Wildlife Trust are requested at £3.00 per adult.   Children are welcome provided they are accompanied by an adult.  Children are admitted free.

· Organised by Barnstaple & District DWT Local Group.    Contact persons:  Paul: 01271 812617  madgett@hotmail.com or Lesley: 01271 378007 lesley.c.wade@gmail.com                   
Sunday 18th Nov. 2018, 10am – 4pm. Work party at Swanpool Marsh reserve. Help maintain this rare wetland habitat. Advance booking essential; contact Mary Breeds on 01271 817349.
Sunday 9th Dec. 2018, 10am to 4pm. Work party at Uppacott Wood. [Note changed date]
Various maintenance tasks around this woodland reserve, including the possibility of digging a pond to increase biodiversity. Meet at the lay-by on the left of the A377 just south of Bishops Tawton to share cars to the reserve (very limited parking there). Advance booking essential, contact Paul Madgett to book, madgett@hotmail.com or 01271  812617.
Friday 14th Dec. 2018 at 7.30pm. Talk: “Remember Last Summer?” (Paul Madgett) plus Christmas Quiz (devised by Debbie Frazer).  A medley of slides by participants to remind us of the glorious summer of 2018, where we went, what we saw; followed by Debbie’s seasonal quiz (and seasonal refreshments – bring some to share?).
Friday 11th Jan. 2019 at 7.30pm. Talk: “Up the Creek... and Beyond” by Rupert Kirkwood.

Rupert has paddled around the whole of SW England going up every creek as far as you can go at high tide, observing and photographing the fantastic marine life.
Sunday 13th Jan. 2019, 10am – 4pm. Work party at Swanpool Marsh reserve. (Details as for 10th November)
Friday 8th February 2019 at 7.30pm. Talk:  “Aardvarks and Elephants: When I Was In Africa” by Paul Chanin, Mammal ecologist.
Sunday 10th Feb. 2019, 10am to 4pm. Work party at Uppacott Wood. (Details as for 9th Dec.)
Saturday 16th Feb. 2019, 11am to 3pm. Lichens – A Beginners’ Workshop, with Maxine Putnam.
Indoor session with microscopes to see growth forms, reproduction mechanisms plus spot testing with lichens on both trees and rocks. Bring x10 hand lenses if you have them. At Braunton Countryside Centre, off Caen Street, Braunton (park in Caen St car-park – charge - or use No.21 bus from Barnstaple /Bideford /Ilfracombe). Within walking distance there are eat-in and take-out facilities. Hot drinks will be provided. Book with Maxine at: maxieput@talktalk.net
Friday 8th March 2019 at 7.30pm. Talk: “Eight Tough Weeks in Mexico:  Looking for Effects of Climate Change with Operation Wallacea“ by Dr Eirene Williams. Eirene, a well known ecologist, spent 8 weeks camping in a Biosphere Reserve in the Mexican jungle with a group of experts and students conducting biodiversity surveys. Come and hear all about it.

Saturday 23rd March 2019, 11am to 3pm  LICHENS OF COASTAL ROCKS with Maxine Putnam.

 Meet at Ilfracombe Harbour car park (SS525478) Join us at this spectacular venue to look at some coastal species on natural rock outcrops. Bring x10 hand lenses if you have them. Within walking distance there are facilities for eat-in and take-out food. Donations to DWT via the Barnstaple Local Group. Book with Maxine at: maxieput@talktalk.net
Friday 12th April 2019 at 7.30pm. Short AGM of the Barnstaple & District Local Group, followed by a wildlife talk (details to be advised).
Late April to mid-August 2019: a programme of weekly “Wildlife Walks”, every Tuesday evening, 7pm to c.9pm; plus occasional daytime outdoor events (programme currently being developed).
Our Local Group events will be listed on the DWT website: http://www.devonwildlifetrust.org and notified to the email groups below. 
If you would like to receive email updates of our Local Group activities see the Barnstaple Local Group page on the DWT website, and click on “Sign Up for Newsletter”, following instructions from there.
To be kept in touch with other natural history-related events in northern Devon, and to share nat.hist. sightings, etc., consider joining the North Devon Natural History Network – contact Paul Madgett for further details.
Plus:  Conservation Work Parties at Meeth Quarry DWT Reserve, 1st Saturday and 3rd Wednesday of each month. Contact Ian Chadwick (Reserves Officer) for details: ichadwick@devonwildlifetrust.org or 01837 811889.
[If you live close enough to Dolton, don’t forget to check the DWT website for details of the Halsdon & Dolton Local Group events]
Request: in order that we can continue in future years with programmes of events such as above, we need further volunteers for both general help and for specific tasks in arranging our events, and running the Local Group. Please talk with any committee member about this, or contact Paul Madgett.
